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Country Overview 

On the 3rd of July 2022, in the Italian Alps an ice block of 200 metres broke 

off the Marmolada glacier and provoked a violent avalanche, causing the 

death of 11 people and 8 serious injuries. This recent event represents an 

emblematic example of the tragic consequences of climate change in Italy.  

According to the last Report on Climate Indicators in Italy, published by the 

National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA), 2020 

was the 24th consecutive year with anomalies in the number of hot days 

and tropical nights compared to the climatological average. Moreover, the 

anomaly of the average temperature in Italy (+1.54 °C) was higher than the 

global average temperature on land (+1.44 °C). The 2011-2020 decade has 

been the warmest since 1961. In 2022, the only rainfall event at the 

beginning of January allowed for a temporary resumption of river flows, 

then flow rates have been steadily decreasing towards ordinary low water 

levels. The fragility inherent in the geomorphologic conformation of Italy is 

made even more serious by extreme events of intense rainfall, 

accompanied by desertification and drought events, forest fires extending 

over large areas, all consequences of global warming. 

Policy and Practice 

In January 2021, the Italian government presented to the European 

Commission the Long-term Italian Strategy on the Reduction of 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Its aim is to define the possible pathways to 

achieve “climate neutrality” in the country by 2050, in which residual 

greenhouse gas emissions are offset by CO2 removals and by the 

possible use of geological storage and reuse of CO2 (CCS-CCU). Some of 

the strategic objectives outlined are:  

• Switch from fossil fuels to renewable fuels such as hydrogen, 

bioenergy and synthetic fuels; 

• Electricity generation must phase out coal use by 2025 and come 

from 72% renewable sources by 2030, and from 95-100% by 2050; 

• 6 million electric cars in the country by 2030; 

• Zero-emission ships and planes between 2030 and 2035; 

• Doubling of high-speed rail traffic by 2030 and tripling by 2050; 

• A 50% increase in rail freight traffic by 2030, doubling by 2050; 

• Transition to more sustainable agricultural and livestock farming 

practices (e.g. agroecology, precision agriculture). 

In addition, the 8th of March 2022 the Italian Ministry of the Ecological 

Transition promulgated a Plan for the Ecological Transition (PTE), based 

on the NRRP policy lines.  
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Youth and Climate Action 

In 2022, even though some declarations of intent were made by 

representatives of the government in the past, the topic of climate 

change has not yet become an integral part of the education 

programmes in Italy.  

Nevertheless, in 2019 a law (law 20th August 2019, n. 92) called 

“Insertion of civic education into teaching programmes” was 

introduced, and in the list of subjects to include, figures the topic of 

climate change. With this law, civic education becomes part of 

education at all levels, but as a cross-cutting subject. Schools should 

reach a minimum of 33 hours of teaching per year, but the way of doing 

it remains quite flexible and unspecified.  

According to the law, the climate change topics to include in teaching 

are the UN Agenda 2030, environmental education, eco-sustainable 

development and protection of environmental heritage, identities, 

productions, and territorial and agri-food excellences. However, one 

argument of discussion remains the teachers’ training to be able to 

teach these subjects, which should be specific and provided to them.   

 

Supporting Action for a Just World 

In October 2019, a group of students of the University of Bologna 

promoted a project called “Spiaggialonga”. They organised 4 days of 

conferences about environmental sustainability in some coastal cities 

of the Emilia-Romagna region (Ravenna, Cesena and Rimini) and, apart 

from attending the conferences, one day the participants reunited on 

the sand beaches of these cities to clean them, collecting all the 

garbage with their own hands. Different people were invited to the 

event, from primary and secondary school students to other civil 

society actors. The final figures of the Spiaggialonga project were: 1877 

participants in total, between which 1.313 students, 116 teachers, 184 

university students, 49 volunteers, and 215 people in the conferences’ 

audience. 
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